
12th Grade: 

APGOPO 

REQUIRED FOUNDATIONAL DOCUMENTS                  Name: 

Step 1 Directions:Review each of the documents by recreating and completing the following matrix on 

lined paper. You will find links to each of the required foundational documents at this link on pages 37-

38. A non-required document has been added to the bottom of the list for use as an 

example.https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/pdf/ap-us-government-and-politics-course-

framework-effective-fall-2018.pdf Must be handwritten only. 

  

Document Name: 

(Add author and year 

written) 

Context: Explain the 

purpose for which it 

was written. What was 

happening at the time to 

prompt it? 

Summary: What is the 

main idea of the 

document’s contents? 

What are its most 

significant supports to 

that idea? 

Explain how the content of 

this document relates/applies 

to the government and 

politics of the United States 

today. 

1. Federalist 10       

2. Brutus 1         

3. Declaration of 

Independence 

      
  

4. Articles of 

Confederation 

      
  

5. The US 

Constitution and it 

Amendments 

      

  

6. Federalist 51         

7. Letter from 

Birmingham Jail 

      
  

8. Federalist 70         

9. Federalist 78         

Non-required 

Example: The Civil 

Rights Act of 1964 

Proposed 

byPresident 

Kennedy sought 

legislation "giving all 

Americans the right to 

be served in facilities 

which are open to the 

public—hotels, 

Federal policy ending 

segregation in public 

places and banning 

employment 

discrimination on the 

basis of race, color, 

The law continues to 

remove racial barriers to 

educational opportunities. 

Affirmative action policies 

which were born as a result 

of the law continue to be 

  

https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/pdf/ap-us-government-and-politics-course-framework-effective-fall-2018.pdf
https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/pdf/ap-us-government-and-politics-course-framework-effective-fall-2018.pdf


Kennedy in its 

original version. 

Compromise bill 

revised by several 

members of 

Congress, including 

Rep. John Lindsay 

and Rep. Emanuel 

Celler, proposed 

in1963. 

restaurants, theaters, 

retail stores, and similar 

establishments"—as 

well as "greater 

protection for the right 

to vote". Previous civil 

rights legislation had 

brought modest gains. 

Popular civil rights 

leaders urged 

comprehensive 

legislation to bring 

substantial progress. 

religion, sex or national 

origin, is considered 

one of the crowning 

legislative 

achievements of the 

civil rights 

movement.Enabled 

theU.S. Attorney 

Generalto join in 

lawsuits against state 

governments which 

operated segregated 

school systems 

challenged. Local, state, 

federal government still 

seeks methods to achieve 

equality of opportunity for 

all minority groups. 

Subsequent civil rights 

legislation has been passed 

and governments at the 

federal and state level still 

seek to protect the civil 

rights of all Americans as 

the passage of the 1964 bill 

did not end discrimination. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



REQUIRED US Supreme Court Cases                                   Name: 

Step 1 Directions:Use a credible, user friendly (not ‘legal-ese’) website and your textbook to help fill 

out this matrix. You might try:https://www.oyez.org/ or https://www.streetlaw.org/articles/15-scotus-

case-summaries-for-redesigned-ap-gov--pol-course Must be handwritten only. 

  

Case, Year, Vote & Winner Article, 

Amendment 

and/or Law 

Legal Question 

(What is the Court 

deciding?) 

What was the Court’s 

decision/holding? What was 

the basis for the ruling? 

1. Marbury v. Madison (1803) 

Unanimous for Marbury 

Article III, 

Sec. 2 & 

Judiciary 

Act of 1789 

Is Marbury entitled 

to his appointment? 

Is his lawsuit the 

correct way to get it? 

And, is the Supreme 

Court the place for 

Marbury to get the 

relief he requests? 

The Constitution is the 

nation’s high law, thus if 

an act of Congress 

conflicts with it, the act 

is 

invalid/unconstitutional. 

Case establishes 

Supreme Court’s power 

ofjudicial review. 

FEDERAL vs STATES RIGHTS         

2. McCulloch v. Maryland(1819)         

3. U.S. v Lopez (1995)         

RACIAL DECISIONS         

          

4. Brown v Board of Education 

(1954) 

      
  

2ndAMENDMENT         

5. McDonald v Chicago (2010)         

RIGHT OF PRIVACY         

6. Roe vs Wade         

Civil\ Libs_1stAMENDMENT         

7. NY Times vs U.S. (1971)         

8. Engel v Vitale (1962)         

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.google.com/url?q%3Dhttps://www.oyez.org/%26amp;sa%3DD%26amp;ust%3D1529614041638000&sa=D&ust=1529614041700000&usg=AFQjCNHHPw2167xZExXMg7DZSFaj4oNHvQ
https://www.streetlaw.org/articles/15-scotus-case-summaries-for-redesigned-ap-gov--pol-course
https://www.streetlaw.org/articles/15-scotus-case-summaries-for-redesigned-ap-gov--pol-course


9. Tinker v Des Moines (1969)         

10. Schenk v. United States 

(1919) 

      
  

11. Wisconsin v Yoder (1972)         

Campaign Finance         

12. Citizens United v FEC 

(2010) 

      
  

4thAMENDMENT         

  13. Gideon v. Wainwright 

(1963) 

      
  

          

GERRYMANDERING         

14. Baker v Carr (1961)         

15. Shaw v. Reno (1993)         

          

  




